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preferred to let it lie. After Gray's persistence
brought about the installation of an exploratory
well on the lot, he inquired about the results.
“The EPA said they found a small pocket of
oil,” Gray recalled. “So I asked what ‘small'
meant. They said, ‘“Well, we pumped out 36,000
gallons in the last six weeks.’ I said I didn’t con-
sider that a small pocket of oil, and their re-
sponse was, “Tim, you have to remember we've
been pumping NAPL on the other side of the
‘river for over a decade, and we've easily pumped
a million gallons.”

Throughout much of the struggle over the
Housatonic, regulators tried to downplay and
distort revelations in Pittsfield, but they were

‘always a step behind the residents, who were

mobilized, not paralyzed, by the scale of the
problem. State regulators told townspeople that
PCBs didn't evaporare into a gas, which they
readily do. Théy swore there were ho PCB bar-
rels in the Pittsfield landfill—then a bulldozer
capping the site struck one, and more than 800
were subsequently uncovered. The state De-
partment of Environmental Protection main-
tained that the Housatonic held 40,000 pounds
of PCBs; a décade later, the EPA revised the es-
timate to 500,000. The agency told Gray,
“Nothing gets under the river,” but then an
HRI consultant sank a well into the riverbed
and produced evidence to the contrary. The
EPA now claims the two dredged miles won't be
recontaminated, even though loose toxins satu-
rate the riverbanks and every storm drain in
the vicinity contributes PCBs to that particular
stretch of the Housatonic. But what really an-
_ gers Gray is Hill 78.

“So, this is the outrage;” he said as we pulled
into Allendale Elementary’s parking lot. “Well,
one of the biggest outrages.” Pittsfield’s premier
ski resort, as Gray calls Hill 78, is an unlined
five-acre ravine filled entirely with PCB-con-
taminated material that looms over the school-
Yard at a height of forty-five feet. The school
sits on a forimer swamp that was filled with
PCB-laden material provided by GE. Samples
from deep within Hill 78 register levels of
120,000 ppm. The soil surrounding the school
has been excavated several times, capped and
recapped, and on the day we visited, air moni-
tors in wire cages far outnumbered playing chil-
dren. The Hill was draped in a patchwork of
blue tarps held down by old tires, doing their
inert best to keep the wind from whipping up
what lay beneath. .

PCBs have been a grave concern at Allendale
for years due to positive test results in the gym
and the schoolyard. The EPA repeatedly pledged
that Hill 78 was a priority for cleanup, but when
they settledon a remedy in 2000, it was clear the
agency’s negotiations with GE had taken a turn.

Hill 78's toxic hoard wouldn’t be exhumed; it
would be expanded. )

“We were sick to our stomachs,” Gray re-
called. “The risk assessments say kids growing
up along the river have a much greater chance
of getting cancer and non-cancer affects, and
we're gonna haul all the PCBs out of the river
and we're gonna put 'em on top of Hill 787 Ex-

cuse me! Fifty feet from Allendale!” The EPA

sought to placate critics by announcing that
the really problematic stuff would be housed in
a brand-new toxic-waste repository, which also
abutted Allendale Elementary. ,
“There’s a state law that says you can't build
a solid-waste dump within 1,000 feet of a
school,” said Gray, still incredulous. “But you
can build a toxic dump there! To us it was
the biggest thing EPA gave up at the table.
Why are they letting GE get away

with this?” '

Txe process by which a perfectly valid
question is reduced to a rhetorical one has
played out across the country in forgotten
places still paying the toll levied by progress,
towns that persist as emblems of industry’s
missteps and noxious byproducts. The Hudson:
cleanup is itself furthering the creation of an-
other such place in Andrews County, Texas,
where the river's dried sediments are being
shipped by rail to a landfill that already houses
nuclear waste. Environmentalists worry that
the dump is dangerously near the Ogallala
Aquifer, one of the world’s largest, which
stretches all the way to South Dakota and
supplies 30 percent of the groundwater used
for irrigation in this country. GE and the EPA
dismiss those concerns. The local Sierra Club’s
objections to the plan are duly noted. But the
county residents are, by all accounts, grateful
for the employment opportunities and tax rev-
enue the landfll provides.

In Pitsfield the grassroots forces pushed
hard, demanding that regulators act to protect
the public and the environment. For want of
political will, the EPA allowed GE not only to
leave its poisonous legacy intact but to build a
monument to it at Allendale Elementary. Thir-
ty miles to the west, well-placed interests called
for a cleanup of the Hudson and fared little bet-
ter, embracing a solution unworthy of the name
that gives false comfort to the public while ig-
noring the mother lode of Pyranol. still oozing
out of the bedrock.

The tiver that once stood fora New World and
a fledgling republic founded on freedom’s premise
stands for us still. Although we've changed, the
Hudson's capacity to reflect our likeness remains,
and in this mirror our corruption, greed, and
ignorance are plainly visible. -
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breath and utterly baffling with the next. Maybe
the regulatory agéncies, adept at preventing the
perfect from styiieing the good, had irreparably
diminished their own notion of the possible—al-
ways settling for compromised compromises, the
only sort they could wrest from industry.

From Remnant Site Two, the Hudson River
epic appeared to be a confidence game in which
the EPA loudly demanded dredging in an at-
tempt to retain the public trust while settling
for a half-measure. GE ably played the foil, then
acquiesced, passing itself off as a good corpo-
rate citizen without rectifying its remarkably
thorough poisoning of a national treasure: Ev-
eryone could keep up the act as long as no-one
found Farrar, keeper of the Hudson's dirtiest

open secret, overmatched by an elusive reser- - |

voir of PCBs that ensures the river
will never run clean.

ne hundred and twenty years of Bring- -
ing Good Things to Life has created scores of ':

similar locales. General Electric is fully or frac-

tionally responsible for 175 Superfund sites, "

and PCBs have been identified at a quarter of
the areas gracing the National Priorities List,
with GE the third most prolific contributor be-
hind DuPont and General Motors. Pittsfeld,
Massachusetts—the Berkshire County seat
where the Housatonic River glides past GE's
mothballed transformer division——is a stark
warning of what awaits the Hudson Valley.
“It’s not that we believe the EPA are bad
people,” said Tim Gray, director of the Housa-
tonic River Initiative (HRI), when we met in
Pittsfield late last winter. “This site just got so
out of control they didn't know how to handle
it. It was scary. Everybody around here is living
an experiment conductéd by General Electric.”
As an undergrad at the University of Mas-
sachusetts in. 1976, Gray received a grant to
study PCBs in the river. “Lo and behold, no
PCBs-above the plant,” he recalled, “and chock-

. full below.” Gray submitted his findings to the

EPA, which judged them lacking in quality
control. “About two years later,” said Gray,
“front page of the Berkshire Eagle: EPA Finds

-PCBs in the Housatonic.”

But the river remained an open sore. Most in
town drew paychecks or pensions from “the
GE,” and the company assured the community
that Pittsfield wasn't in harm’s way, all the
while finding PCB oil hither and yon, quietly
identifying plumes up to six actes in size. In
1997, as HRI campaigned fruitlessly for the
Housatonic’s restoration, PCBs were discovered

at Dorothy Amos Park, a playground in an Af

rican-American neighborhood. Fuller’s earth,
thirteen tons of which GE used annually w0
soak up PCBs, was to blame. Residents familiar
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with the facility’s daily operations began buz-
ing about contaminated fill. Then soil at a
home in the Lakewood neighborhood across
the river from the plant tested out at 44,000
parts per million. “All of a sudden there’s freak-
ing remediation trucks all oves the place, there’s
people walking around in moon suits,” said
Gray, surveying the area from his Dodge Cara-
van with NopcBs plates. The residents had to
claw and scrape to get their properties tested,
and of the roughly 300 evaluated, more than
half required excavation. : :

The discovery at Dorothy Amos Park made
the Housatonic's plight sexy enough for the eve-
ning news, engendering sufficient resolve to
dredge two of the river’s 149 miles in 2001, with
GE springing for the first half a mile. The EPA’s
“Rest-of River” webpage reads like an Onion
story to the initiated, who are well aware that the
agency long ago wrote off Connecticut, where
the river meanders for 82 miles before draining
into Long Island Sound. Meanwhile, the dredged
portion remains imperiled by all the toxins the
EPA allowed GE to “cap”—by removing a few
feet of contaminated soil; slapping down a layer
of plastic, then covering with clean fill—and
leave in place. : :

A bitter February wind camé rushing off the
river toward Dave Gibbs’s yard in Lakewood.
Gibbs, onetime GE employee and current HR1
president, stood beside Gray as their arms traced
broad arcs conveying the general lay of the land.
At the edge of Gibbs's property on Newell Street,
massive power lines overhung a lowland marsh,
traversing the Housatonic to East Street Area 1,

- a particularly hazardous portion of GE's 254-acre

plant. Gray and Gibbs believe that Lakewood is
riddled with PCB dumps tidily bulldozed into
residential real estate. In the 1940s, the Army
Corps of Engineers buried the river's oxbows to
control flooding. GE provided much of the back-
fll for the project, and today the old oxbows
make up one of the ten Pittsfield sites designated -
Tier] (the most pernicious environmental prob-
lems). The foutine manner in which PCBs found
their way from the plant and into the wider
world is illustrated by a 1948 themo between GE
staffers: “Today I had a complaint from one of
our neighbors on Newell St. . .. This is the last
section anywhere niear the plant where we can
dump most anything that comes out of the fac-

- tory. | would hate to have them take it away

from us.” Sixty years later, the air in Gibbs's
house has significant levels of PCBs in it, a5 does
his blood. _ o o
“This whole side 'of the river is all contami-
nated,” said Gray, “and the way they clean it up
is they blacktop it.” The Newell Street parking
lot by the Gibbs place was a former barrel field,
but since it was already paved over, the EPA
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" termine not only piquancy but relauve toxicity
as well: “What's easily noticeable to me is a
very, very low concentration in terms of expo-
sure, so it has to smell really bad to me before
it's actually bad for people in the neighborhood.
Which is good, [ suppose.™

We headed north on Broadway, the main drag
of this dying town, where veterans of the First
World War had once returned to find affordable
homes and honest work at a decent wage, the trap-
pings of the American dream. The dwellings lining
the road evinced a certain frankness regarding the
requirements of their hardscrabble lives, with
propane tanks, generators, and depressurization
systems fot blocking GE’s industrial toxins from
basements gathered in concentric circles signifying
various stages of operability and rust. Indoor fur-
niture rotted outdoars, bloated with rain. The odd
restored Victorian or shingle-style gem served
only to amplify the general dereliction. :

Farrar was blunt about the DEC's shambling
efforts to clean up the plant sites, freely discussing
the subject for hours, responding promptly to fusil-
lades of emails, and passing along reams of data.

He claimed the department had “stopped the

bleeding at the site years ago,” and he believes that
even if there are pools of PCBs in the bedrock, he's
going after “the last little bit, which is always the
hardest” Neither GE nor the regulators seemed
panicked by the Pyranol under the plants, because
the water-column data indicated PCB levels rose
further downstream; both parties took this to
mean that the plants were contributing negligible
amounts to the polhition of the lower rivet.

But theirs was a curious consensus. Using water-
column samples that stop over a foot shy of the
tiverbed (thus excluding anything seeping up from
or mlling along the bottom) to assess the presence

of a hydrophobic, generally insoluble compound
seemed specious and self-fulfilling. “The only
thing you can do is base it on the data you've got,”
said Dave King, the EPA project manager, in re-
sponse to these concemns. Farrar conceded that “it
could be difficult indeed to capture the hypo-
thetical droplet moving along the river bottor.

. . If someone can develop a better understanding
of how to measure PCB ftransport] in this system,
I would be pleased to hear from them.” Everyone
acknowledged the technique’s limitations, but they
. still professed faith in its results, whether out of
temerity or necessity.

“] grew up eating fish from the river, and I drink
the water, so I've already got a lifetime dose—
nothing I can do about it,” said Farrar, whose fa-

5 “That doesn’t sound right at all,” said Dr. David Car-
’ %emzr of SUNY Albany's Instmue for Health and the
nvironment, an expert on sub;ectof PCB toxicity,
referring to Fariar's assertion. en something causes
disease, themsnodnzsholdwhem udoesmpenurb:he
bodysfuncnonmdhavesomehamfldszect

ther was foreman at the waterworks in nearby
Waterford, which, until the dredging began, drew
its municipal supply from the Hudson. “People
who've worked in this business for a long time, we
get jaded because other people don't have the
experience or training we have, so things frighten
them. To me'it’s all in a day’s work.” Farrar was
equally comfortable explaining the Taconic orog-
eny or chatting about his thirty years’ service asa
volunteer fireman. When he finished school he'd
hoped to hunt crude, but as the oil industry strug-
gled in the mxd—Enghues he “went the opposite
direction,” joining the DEC in 1986. A few years
later, Farrar’s “Great NAPL Hunt” began.

PCBs are 35 percent heavier than water, and,
due to their relative insolubility, they are found
in fluid form as either non-aqueous phase
liquids—fresh as the day they were made—or
partially dissolved in water, often with other
contaminants. In Hudson Falls and Fort Edward,
dense NAPL, or DNAPL, is uncovered with
alarming frequency.
It’s Farrar's job to
push GE to keep
searching, peering
over its shoulder all
the while, as locking
for PCBs is expen-
sive, and finding
them even more so.
The local geology
hasn't helped, with the superficial soil, sand, and
clay giving way to hundreds of feet of highly
fractured Snake Hill Shale.

“This is where I like to stand and wave my

arms,” Farrar joked from a crumbling outcropping
of shale overlooking the Hudson Falls plant,
where pure PCBs were first observed leaking
into the river through the fragmented bedrock
in 1991. He thought silently for a- moment, won-
dering where to begin, grabbing a handful of chin
as his shades reflected the glare.

Farrar itemized the fruits of his labors: hun-
dreds of exploratory wells dug, several miles of
rock ¢ore collected, and over a hundred tons of
PCBs removed. “But is that most of it”” he asked.
*I can't tell you. How much oil’s under Hudson
Falls or Fort Edward? I don’t know. It's just lots.
We'll never know. We're never gonna get all the
oil out. I'm certain there's pooled NAPL under
there,” he said, pointing at Building 1, a former
mill built by the Union Bag and Paper Co. “Can
I tell you how many individual pools there are?”
Farrar continued. “Fuck, no! Okay? No. It can't
be done!” The original structure was designed to
draw hot air and moisture below the factory floor
to keep a necessarily balmy work environment a
little less so. The condensation drained to a sub-
basement, or plenum, that was essentially a pit
carved out of the bedrock, lacking a true founda-

“THEY'VE GOTTA DIG TILL THEY
DON'T FIND THE CONTAMINATION
ANYMORE,” HANG SAID, “AND
PERMANENTLY SEQUESTER IT”
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Asphalt Company, waste PCBs were sprayed on

unpaved roads in three surrounding counties for
the purpose of dust abatement.

Due to shoddy recordkeeping, the total area

affected by GE's misconduct is a mystery, and it

will likely remain so. Even the known sites, most -

of which are hydrologically connected to the river,
have received only superficial fixes. The river has
garnered all the attention, and the EPA, having

carefully limited its authority to the territory be- -

tween the riverbanks, is getting its high-profile
shot at saving the Hudson.

From up close, however, culling forty sediment |

“hot spots” looks extremely inadequate, and is

unlikely to result in the type of permanent solu-
tion Superfund law requires, because the valley -
" holding the river in its palm is saturated with

. untold tons of migrating toxins that

threaten to nullify the EPA’s nearly $1

billion cure. .
It was Walter Hang who first alerted me to

the subterranean reservoirs of PCBs that dredg-
ing would fail to address. Hang's interest in the
Hudson is long-standing. He coauthored an ear
ly study on -regulatory controls of wastewater

discharges to the river in 1977. A New York
Public Interest Research Group veteran, Hang

spent twelve years directing the group’s toxics
project before joining the private sector, where
he's generated $90 million in remedial efforts,
largely pro bono, mostly-in the area surrounding
his hometown of Ithaca. Toxics Targeting, the
environmental-data company he founded in
1990, aggregates every hazardous release in New
York, coalescing local, state, and federal informa-
tion into thoroughly unsettling maps commis-
sioned by real estate firms doing due diligence.

“] really care about cleaning crap up,” Hang

explained when we first spoke on the phone last

winter. “I want to set the policy back to what it

originally was: source removal. They've gotta dig
till they don' find the contamination anymore,
extract this stuff from the environment, and
permanently sequester it. The entire remedial
program from coast to coast has really been more

. akin to what I call interim remedial measures—

the létter and spirit of the law never fulfilled.™
"I asked Hang whether he considered dredg-

ing an adequate remedy. There was silence on

the other end of the line for a time.

* “Now here's the trick,” he began in his quick,

nasal locution. “You have to promise not to tell,

is that okay?”

4 “Sometimes the perfect is-the enerny of the good, and
e law gives us mechani ere we can choose to
fall short,” said Waltér Mugdan, the regional Super-
fund director, when we discussed the feasibility of
source removal at GE's plant sites. “And there cer-
tainly might not be enough money on earth 1o do it."”
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I assured him [ wouldn't, and that it was.
“No one really knows how the Hudson got
polluted, and I do,” Hang said, aiming for cryp-

" tic but unraveled by excitement. “There’s a

half-mile underground lake of raw PCBs leak-
ing into the bottom of the goddamn river”
Hang had been sitting on this information
since 2002, when a client he declines to name
paid him to train his eye on the Hudson once
again, A tip from the New York Attorney Gen-
eral’s office alerted him to a dot on a map war-
ranting further attention, which led to a state
Freedom of Information Law request yielding
thirty Bankers Boxes of data, among which was

- a single document suggesting the existence of a -

“free-floating product plume.” Hang'’s mystery

client failed to make use of the information, and

nothing came of his discovery. Now Hang saw

the stars aligriing: all the attention trained on

the river with dredging in the quadracentenriial

year of Henry Hudson’s voyage; the rumors of his

old NYPIRG comrade, Judith Enck, as the fa-
vored candidate for regional administrator of the

EPA; Lisa Jackson, a former hazardous-waste re-

medial engineer, running the agency; a Demo-

cratic Congress that might reinstate excise raxes.
on oil and hazardous waste, allowing for an ad-

equately resourced Superfund. But Hang's data

was old and needed updating. He believed an-

other FOIL request in his name might set off
alarins in Albany. [ offered to coax data fiom the

DEC so that he could determine what was going
on beneath the plants.

These cloak-and-dagger precautions soon
proved unnecessary, however. The DEC, fielding
-all enquiries, was not only candid but blasé about
the massive scale of contamination at Hudson
Falls and Fort Edward. Hang’s revelation was

public knowledge, yet it was largely unreported,
and I found that those charged with
“ overslghx didn't much. care.

hat do you smell? asked Kevin Far-
rar, the DEC point man for GE's plant sites, as
we drove along Lower Allen Street in Fort Ed-
ward after the dredging ceremony. My olfacto-
ry nerves were silent, but a glance from Farrar,
a genial and gesticulating exploratory geolo-
gist, confirmed that a gust of PCB had passed
through the open windows of his minivan.

“Half the people I know are sensitive to that
odor and half aren'. I can smell it like that,” he
said, snapping his firigers. I asked him to charac-
terize it.

“It’s hard to describe a sense,” Farrar opined.
“What's the color red look like, right? People
say it smells like geraniums, but to me it’s half-
way between bitter and sweet with a flat metal
lic aftertaste.” Following this Wine Spectator
flourish, Farrar suggested his faculties could de-
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evéry camera in the state oh him-—he's fiot ponna:
spill anything into that river right: now: You wait
ill; three. dclock: in: the moming,.when- they've

cemmntedontlwm@:” &

wus work done, the crowd thinned On-camera
correspondents,. narry aside from their funcrional

groaning news truck was losing the decibel war to,
dlemo(blfplaneopemmmatanachacmtlandﬁﬂ
Doug Garbarini, the EPAY regional remiedial
.chief, passed: by. with a jubilant claque. of col
Laagxm,aﬁlaslmd:ﬂwdmmeddmmmxm
*So many folks worling on this over the years,”

alot of people

 “appeated on e New York Times website with a
photo. by Suzanine: DeChillo:. The enterprising.
"phamgrap%mrhadmadehermmtheappwm
bank, and: without the. scow's. obstruction she
~* had caughe the dredge bucket just as it surfaced,
e spewmggallonsofwamandﬁedkmwhat

. elsefmmxts i '

symhencoﬂsmadeupcfox‘wmm' )

.., chiosine mns_bamd 0 a-biphenyl

0 ualxﬁed operator, operating ata smuail’s pacewith:

-gotta fill those scows. You‘regonnameatrzv&ty-" - attendant risks, and selects a remedy. When Fasked

grain, mtmedbvanemunaannxyc{snulesmd g
-triumphal sound bites; and with the dtysmomens.

* the number came from, he. lughed awlkwardly.

X ﬁmwmmadbythgpma—pmnsmdwpedseg-“

" medus with ‘their backs to the river; Channel 105
" imig 250,000 pounds of PCBs from the Hudson will
.that 1.6 million potinds of pure: Pyranol-~GE's
hesaxdﬂmughabroadgnn“k’sahappvdaytm‘ -

“That evening; a’ dupms:hfmm Ehe ceremony' .
inadequate, -

. and. the. idea thac

© GE's discharges were.
. discrete, conitroifed -

osedly sealed jaws: The shot;
- d’semoment, thcpxcmreﬁonme Bel

ad‘dressd\enmstegregums.ﬂwl}mdhmﬁgum
appears.as a high-end estimate in the EPA’s 2002
Record of Decision,. the document in which the
agency establishes the problem’s scope; derails its

John Haggard, GEs chief remedial engineer, where

“Yeah, well, wevemacmallydoneanmmane,
Behan, Kis handler, interjected- “That's a regula-
tor’s number” Unfortunately, the regularor’s answes
was no betrer “Thar was before I got here,” said
EPA Hudson River project:manager Dave King.
“So[havemtdmldm’tevenknowhowwu
wauld come up withi that” -

- What we do know, however, suggests that dredg-

barely scratch the surface of the catastrophe. Given

trade rame for PCBs—were discovered under a

smgleparhnglocatduewudwxmncmnemfrhe.
Fort Edward plant,

the 1:3 million hgure-
is grossly.

acts (or that theyVe: -
in fact ceased) is afic:
tion that downplays.

IT WILL LIKELY REMAIN SO

: dxeoonmanyscrmusz
- amd

Wmmfmmdmm’
An internal GE memo from 1969 entitled “PCBe

‘An Industry Problém?™ states that the. capacitor
o dmmonxxselemﬂhonpomnisdrhechmmis

annually, “probably more. than the rest of the
company combined,” ind discloses that-only 9.

v - milbion cmxldbe accmmtedﬁurm termsofpmd—

chmmaiwmks in Anmswn, Alabama, aplace

,' " beyond blight, The tanker trucks were dfained in

ublqmmus, effe;c in pzevenung c&ectm:al

;fcrl'u'mtvs'sakr, let's
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. come federal

~ of these breaches and.

the offload areas of both- GE planes in-an oily

'fmimofhosuamiwtﬂagc Fulletsmd:,akmy-

litterlike substance, was.uséd 1o refine’ the: PCBs,
then given:away to local residerts as “clean, non-
combustible” fill. Thousands-of scrap capacitors
were twssed in area landfills: And, according o

Robet:i.ef‘ebvm,a&mmm\awdﬂw[)eﬁame
: ‘Toﬁwday, GEdﬁw;w&mhxﬂmr{meﬂhmm&m

of!899 um:ndedm rohibit inpediments
andthe An,bmdmthesm‘eleg;slmwmmp,
which oulawed the véry discharges GE carried out
daily. I 1973, afterdzz Wozer Polluion Control Act be-
few, GE. a permit to dischavge PCBs,
bue nang was gvanzid.wned 1975, After that, GE refieated-
bmeededmaﬂmm:esww! 1977, when the chemicals
awive banned. Ofm.:ﬁeDECmriumug}\lvm
amipﬁdm::u#hhhymal%ti
steetheare deal benween thi porties, nmmmdh]mk
Welch, tharn em‘:mpom:ﬁ mdban,wxdt(:F-
pladging am

o mwmim,'

DueTo soppy RECORDKEEPING,
THE TOTAL AREA AFFECTED BY GE'S
MISCONDUCT IS A MYSTERY, AND
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dredging might allow GE to claim "inﬁeas'ib'tlitj
and walk away.

1 left Behan in his rehearsed technical. ecstasv,. '

as he fecounted to a reporter the thousands of

sarellite-assisted scoops the-dredges would make" -
herween now and Novembet. Then Bonnie Bel- .
low: stépped to-the lectern. “We're gorma begin:’
in nmtanumrte,"she warned: “After the remarks,
we're going to give peaple time to-inove where

we'll have a better or clearer view of the: dredge
operating” The-crowd complied, migrating to

their seats overlooking the sandpit as it stoped::
down, past its cationary orange ‘barrels, to. meet':. .
a shatlow; toxic mch of the rvr.

As the'p_am&ssu)nal faded, Gemge I’avlmx thé

EPA's acting regional admindstiator, spoke. “The
dredging of the Hudson River is 2 symbol of vic--
tory for the environmeqt,” "he began, “and for thie’

Tiver communiries as well” Aftera nod to Henry.

Hudson's arrival in 1609, Paviou harkened back -
to- 1982, when the Tate' Senatos Daniel Patrick -
Moynihan catled him to request that the river be

. placedon the National Priorities List, the precus-
sor 1o Superfurud designarion; and the federal
action required to go forward after CEASE ob..
structed the:DEC’s efforts 1o-site a landfll

“The river has seen its fair:share of history,

-

Pavlou continued, “and today we begin to write. JENS?

its next chaprer. lrhmghyedhqamthgudw
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. The clamshell dipped with grave assurgnce

photos: This glad-handmg episode s 1ust thé\

trial complex rhat helped build this nation, and
oW it 15 our turd to retarn it to 2 cleaner seate:
Tcdav the healing of the Hidson River begins,”.
After modést applause the onlookers scurried
to-vantage poinits along the site’s makeshift
fence. Cameras. freed from pockets. dnd purses
glinted in the midday’ hghn In scarcely two feet -
of water; a yellow, 94-1on: CAT 385 excavator
was-perched an a barge, its bright-blue clamshell -
- dredge dangling. expecrantly. Between the crowd
and the barge; ‘two tugs had positioned a large
scow, iinety-plus feet lohgand twelvé feethigh,™

dawnbehmdthemmdomofslght,luwng

into dusm of env-ms afu’ mgulam fm’ gro

“Weﬁmmldthwwasgmng £ be&me,m
'aurgen‘n»hke\fashmn. he. bafk {mm under

!MW (Fﬁﬂ !:Awmd}” by SsAn
h %3 Susany Wuﬁm Ko Foscer baﬁlﬂf




]ect——ls uuilstmgmshable from. :he tesult of
not dredging over the long term. “Source con-
trol,” the stanching of known leaks at GE's plants

“inthese calcularions, and the Gutcomes

: cqtvugesxxtyyears out, when fish ¢

" thedredging Furtherinore, because of GE's resis-
“tante té any action sive spumg.contml the

R

: ..wzllh:mmdm at e Kim Foser Gal
sy é

PN

. upstréam of the diedging area, tst:aken as4 given-
' af sourceicontsol both with and without dredgmg_

Id: remain harmful?® In’ athér; -words; even
-the EPA’ assuinptions, it is hird.ro jusnfy :

lvphase be deemed ineffective, leaving a bankrupt

Superfund to compléte the remaining 50 pefcent
of the work while suing for treble damages. .

‘The scuitlebuirr that May moming concerned

a spike in GE's incriver monitoring results, which
meastre PCBs in the water colaran{a crude cross-
section of what's flowing downstreain) and gauge
the project’s compliance with a perfcrmance-
standard’ that téquires. the resuspersion-of PCBs
to remain below 500 parts per trilltion. Soon Mark
Behan, GE’s paunchy veteran press flack, walked

L : ._andmwmit}mmm )
mg.hxsneonwmk vest. I didn't think yoir were -

gmma be here!” 2 reponer*yelled at him.
I never like to miss a party,” he replied, am-

blmg on. Although GE'’s investigation of the’

spike was just getting ‘started, they were fairly

© certain the sampling equipment. was tainted

duting: installation, which gencrated a reading
of 949 ppt the previous afternoon: The EPA
gave GE pefmission to- start dredging even

thiough this result was nearly twice the 500-ppr

level that would trigger a shutdown once opera-

-nonsbegan Behan, althost buoyant as he held
forth on the subject, seemed freed by the absue
: dmr of the.situation.. The: incident tegistered as

a shot across.the bow for pessimists leery of the
company'’s legacy on. the river, who believe that
an. intentiohal “whoops” in chz fitst stage of

KL {GE Pkmr Hudlm Falls)” By Susan Wides, whose work
Hery, New York City, and this sunmer a2 the
River Mnm. nkeis, New York. Phoregraph © Susan Wides/Kim Boster Callery
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" The pictuse downstream of Huds«m Falls was ) .

uhasdv Heéavy metals, DDT and dioxins, tail-

ings from pulp arxl paper taills, nmmcxpai SEW-

. age; and othér contaminants prevenred a frighe- -
", ening scene: A,tRngersIsland,atmyres:dmnal-‘- '
cloister in the river off Fort Edwird, one could
sit' and ‘watch 2 ceaseless stream.of bloated .-
o mmmpuﬁombyg::;hndwbamm}iw -

Giem

ﬁedasrhechemxcalsafchmfcmcem.

Before these pmbabte human: camxmgens" EA - X ¢
were banned in: 1977, PCBa were. waritonly
spewed from:GE's plants; and they ‘continue . -
be detected at high levels. in rm:rbad sednmems-'f -

and fish. For years, the Ngw York

gated its enfarcement authorit mfﬁcxa'llvf‘-'f

sanctioning GE's.
malfeasance. Bur- -
presmfmmseveml
national  NGOs. -
headquartered in. .

: New ank. as wcll as

BEFORE THESE “PROBABLE HUMAN .
CARCINOGENS” WERE BANNEDIN -
1977, PCBS WERE WANTONLY SPEWED -
FROM GE'S PLANTS ON THE HUDSON . groups- downri

'amdgmg :he rxmbed\ &, thejm_cm ﬁx ’

- Xt six. years. smeIB mtlli&n cwbi@ywdsof
sedimenc Comaining rot Iy 250,000 pmmd&

of?CBs will be

' ment, thie picture,” Bonmie Bellow,

-"."Wthat mmrsected scxulvvectms. upitiver, the farm-

'snnedmbydredgmg;wherwthewimae-c‘

dmi;” PCBY removak ‘The debate escalated into

'uonordwmadﬁm_xmmo{lafgﬂmtm

" Along the River's Edge (CARE), th¢ anly'pro-
,,dxedgmggrmpupnmc}ﬁ,hm

fvatchmg s&ewﬁahad:spemandmem

ehopemha\ethes!m nhemn T

" the EPAY regional public-affairs di: . .
- rector, told me meadyMay'andsomwast}ma‘. g

mandGE wereadanmmdmtha

partisans of the {ower Hudson' demanded 1

footsoidtms‘ éeedbtepresemaddmocracym

Hudson, whlch then helped
caapes.
axed wxrh Ciuzen Emlmmnemlﬁt'Agaim

(CEASE),sm oh

mdma:ed. _ever';rcne would B

nuﬂimtm lmaﬂdiﬁzﬁ w W“aﬁa.y m{b} h
ﬁ ey

Lautence Tribe: Smceg 1990, GEhascomM&I T

million. w political campaigns,
Jeffrey Pmmely, sies Presx’éc ﬁ)buma"
Rax:zry Aduzsmy Bg:sd *
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and its current CEO.: 7 10 V






